
A Playful Design



Understanding Constructs

/understanding_constructs



/understanding_constructs/slow-walk

perform
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move s-low-ly and (________)

dwell       dwell       dwell

  Be [   ] elsewhere and |     thought-full

-ienke Kastelein-



/understanding_constructs/poetic-terrorism

“Bolt up brass commemorative plaques 
in places 

(public or private) 

where you have experienced a revelation. 

- Hakim Bey -



/understanding_constructs/trust-beyond-control

remove Your choice.
flip a coin.

for everything.
or ask somebody.

trust them.

-John Cage-



/understanding_constructs/do-directions

Arrange to observe a sign indicating direction of travel.

Travel in the indicated direction. 

Travel in another direction.

- George Brecht -



/understanding_constructs/imagine-a-way-you-do-not

Imagine.
[     ]
create a portrait
   of the room
      the city
        the space
          the time

in which everything   everything   everything you encounter

is magical
or slightly out of place

altered from Reality.

document in a way you know
      and a way
           you don’t.

-Italo Calvino-



/understanding_constructs/do-it-differently

Pass by a tree or 
a bench or
someone or
let some object pass by, 
but each time 
differently.

-Mieko Shiomi-



/understanding_constructs/strip-the-inconspicuous

document the last fifty things you did.
write them. draw them. map them.

all of them.

before familiarity can turn into awareness 
the familiar must be stripped of its inconspicuousness.

start now
where you are.

-Bertold Brecht-



/Designing_the_spaces_that_Design_design

Designing the Spaces that Design design



/Designing_the_spaces_that_Design_design/the-nyc-high-line

Directions:
Each question in this section is based on the reasoning presented in a brief passage. In answering the questions, you should not make 
assumptions that are by commonsense standards implausible, superfluous, or incompatible with the passage. For some questions, more 
than one of the choices could conceivably answer the question. However, you are to choose the best answer; that is, choose the response 
that most accurately and completely answers the question.

Question 1
A Designer who has been trained to Design according to a certain method imbues the values of such a method into the artifacts they 
Design. This happens consciously and unconsciously. When a way-of-being runs counter to these values, the artifact, by means of the 
affordances and enforcement mechanisms Designed into it, Designs such ways-of-being to comply.

If Designs and Designing Design

A. Ways-of-being become Designed    B. Such Design outcomes are out of the control of the Designer

C. The method of Designing becomes the central concern  D. All of the above.

Question 2
A Disciplinary Technology is an instrument which permits the control, organization, and amplification of the power of bodies. It trains 
them to form a productive consensus. According to Michel Foucault, the shift from a mode of punishment, which emphasized physical 
torture, to one which relies on surveillance, normalization, and examination, i.e., Disciplinary Technologies, reveals a new power to 
control. And, from its origins, this form of control has manifested through Design.

If Discipline can be Designed, then

A. Design can be Disciplined in such Designing   B. Spaces, in which ways-of-being are highly normalized,
             are Disciplinary Designed

C. Ways-of-being can be controlled to a point of near-certainty. D. Disciplined ways-of-being may not be freely chosen 
             ways-of-being
E. All of the above.

Question 3
At the New York City High Line, which is physically Designed by James Corner Field Operations with Diller Scofidio + Renfro and 
Piet Oudolfson and experientially Designed by Friends of the High Line, “you can walk through [Designed] gardens, view [Designed] 
art, experience a [Designed] performance, savor [Designed] delicious food, or connect with friends and neighbors [in specific Designed 
spaces]-all while enjoying a unique [Designed] perspective of New York City.” It is an experientially seamless, intuitive, safe, and user 
friendly engagement with the New York City skyline, separate from the chaotic clatter of life on the streets below.

The New York City High Line is

A. Highly Designed      B. A Disciplinary Technology

C. An opportunity to disengage and relax    D. All of the above.

https://artsandculture.google.com/streetview/the-high-line/mwGq2BLstrO_2Q?sv_lng=-74.00824250653542&sv_lat=40.73991359051189&sv_h=4&sv_p=10&sv_pid=7gYU-JGjBOgSGY-uH9q8hw&sv_z=1.0000000000000007
https://music.youtube.com/watch?v=wJL_RDpp2RE&list=OLAK5uy_kRrp5ngILtNMGhoKVvegb_XQgvE5u8ay0


/Designing_the_spaces_that_Design_design/the-yard

The Yard is an adventure playground, right?

An adventure playground is a specific type of playground for 
young people. It is typically an area fenced off and set aside for 
children. Within its boundaries children can play freely, in their 
own way, in their own time. They are defined by a philosophy of 
unrestricted play, the presence of playworkers, and an absence of 
the kind of play structures, found in conventional playgrounds.

Yes! The Yard is a 50,000 square-foot adventure playground on  
   Governors Island.

Say more about what that means.

And it is Designed to achieve the kind of                 
 unrestricted-play you’re talking about, correct?

Well, we set up the space. With wood, tires, any kind of large 
spools, any, you know, theatrical props or mannequin limbs and 
pile them up. We set the space up with a tool shed and a kind of 
entry desk, and then areas for secrecy. And we do this in a way 
that we think children will find engaging, and then we let them 
create it. 

There is intentional to eliminate the hazards so that kids can take 
risks. And that’s, you know, that’s the work we do when we risk 
assess and we site check the playground. And from there, the kids 
built it all. They design it.

But, at the same time, it’s not gonna matter what physical things 
you’re going to do. Like you can’t make anything fixed or even 
moving that’s going to answer everything. Human beings are so 
complicated. The only thing that can, kind of, navigate that is 
another human being.

So, there’s the understanding that things are always different. You 
can’t have formulas for what’s going to work and doesn’t work. 
You have to always think afresh of what’s going on. And that’s why 
reflections is so crucial in practice. It takes just time and practice.

https://music.youtube.com/playlist?list=OLAK5uy_luFDMs_TwkeKLWllMW0uSm1TtdRLyw1Us
https://www.flickr.com/photos/132658689@N08/


/Designing_the_spaces_that_Design_design/9th-street-community-garden-park

in the absense of Design

when the City of New York decided to neglect the needs of certain neighborhoods

an abstinence from Design decisions on 
absentee properties and spaces that were in 
disrepair

in the midst of a system responding to and evolving from redlining and 
other forms of systemic racism and classism 

we took these spaces for us
to be and be freely we seed bombed 

into fenced-off 
lots

a period in New York City informed by racialized neighborhood 
disinvestment and deteriorating and abandoned properties

the 1970s

planted flowers on 
the edges of lots

and tree pits

cleared and transforming vacant and abandoned lots 
into communal green space

for recreation, gardening, and 
even small-scale farming

In 1979, when the 
9th Street 
Community Garden 
Park was founded, 
it was a safe space 
and a gathering 
space for local, 
engaged residents.

Built on philosophies of anarcho-communism, 
the 9th St Garden, in its origin, fostered freedom to design one’s way-of-being.

But since 1978, 
the City, through Operation Green Thumb, has stepped in; 

Designing unifying mechanisms for all community gardens and
 mandating adherence to certain Design standards 

to maintain neighborhood rights of operation.

https://music.youtube.com/watch?v=1_ERlK0AN7Y&list=OLAK5uy_k9B9EvVlpSAJP-eurVJEmdm4BAERM5MxM
https://www.google.com/maps/uv?hl=en&pb=!1s0x89c259774e72a1cf%3A0xb08b46522345f87!3m1!7e115!4shttps%3A%2F%2Flh5.googleusercontent.com%2Fp%2FAF1QipM8xP0DBkvrSOih0vHxQ1kLya1yYjFYEpBHqEX_%3Dw240-h320-k-no!5s9th%20street%20community%20garden%20park%20-%20Google%20Search!15sCAQ&imagekey=!1e10!2sAF1QipMLVYuLLhN1Ir06-IJbPs9bb3rVVe3uWzCKSYnK&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwibrbqgsOboAhWLUt8KHa7dAbwQoiowFHoECBEQBg
https://www.google.com/maps/uv?hl=en&pb=!1s0x89c259774e72a1cf%3A0xb08b46522345f87!3m1!7e115!4shttps%3A%2F%2Flh5.googleusercontent.com%2Fp%2FAF1QipM8xP0DBkvrSOih0vHxQ1kLya1yYjFYEpBHqEX_%3Dw240-h320-k-no!5s9th%20street%20community%20garden%20park%20-%20Google%20Search!15sCAQ&imagekey=!1e10!2sAF1QipMLVYuLLhN1Ir06-IJbPs9bb3rVVe3uWzCKSYnK&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwibrbqgsOboAhWLUt8KHa7dAbwQoiowFHoECBEQBg
https://www.google.com/maps/uv?hl=en&pb=!1s0x89c259774e72a1cf%3A0xb08b46522345f87!3m1!7e115!4shttps%3A%2F%2Flh5.googleusercontent.com%2Fp%2FAF1QipM8xP0DBkvrSOih0vHxQ1kLya1yYjFYEpBHqEX_%3Dw240-h320-k-no!5s9th%20street%20community%20garden%20park%20-%20Google%20Search!15sCAQ&imagekey=!1e10!2sAF1QipMLVYuLLhN1Ir06-IJbPs9bb3rVVe3uWzCKSYnK&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwibrbqgsOboAhWLUt8KHa7dAbwQoiowFHoECBEQBg


Designed to Dwell

/Designed-to-Dwell

https://music.youtube.com/watch?v=RMCWaTl2KlE&list=OLAK5uy_kvcY286dlnn70q9-k8jf7_mhItR3tGoko


Designed to Dwell

/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

https://music.youtube.com/watch?v=RMCWaTl2KlE&list=OLAK5uy_kvcY286dlnn70q9-k8jf7_mhItR3tGoko


Designed to Dwell

/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

https://music.youtube.com/watch?v=RMCWaTl2KlE&list=OLAK5uy_kvcY286dlnn70q9-k8jf7_mhItR3tGoko


Designed to Dwell

/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

https://music.youtube.com/watch?v=RMCWaTl2KlE&list=OLAK5uy_kvcY286dlnn70q9-k8jf7_mhItR3tGoko


/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

What can you know?



/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

...about relationships?

What can you know?



/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

...about relationships?
...about interactions?

What can you know?



/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

...about relationships?
...about interactions?

...about experiences?

What can you know?



/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

...about relationships?
...about interactions?

...about experiences?

...about causality?

What can you know?



/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

...about relationships?
...about interactions?

...about experiences?

...about causality?

...about power?

What can you know?



/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

...about relationships?
...about interactions?

...about experiences?

...about causality?

...about power?

...about ways-of-being?

What can you know?



/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

...about relationships?
...about interactions?

...about experiences?

...about causality?

...about power?

...about ways-of-being?

...about certainty?

What can you know?



/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

...about relationships?
...about interactions?

...about experiences?

...about causality?

...about power?

...about ways-of-being?

...about certainty?

...with certainty?

What can you know?



/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

...about relationships?
...about interactions?

...about experiences?

...about causality?

...about power?

...about ways-of-being?

...about certainty?

...with certainty?

Certainly?

What can you know?



/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

...about relationships?
...about interactions?

...about experiences?

...about causality?

...about power?

...about ways-of-being?

...about certainty?

...with certainty?

Certainly?

What ethics guide you as you Design?

What can you know?



/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

...about relationships?
...about interactions?

...about experiences?

...about causality?

...about power?

...about ways-of-being?

...about certainty?

...with certainty?

Certainly?

What ethics guide you as you Design?

Do you share your ethics publically?

What can you know?



/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

...about relationships?
...about interactions?

...about experiences?

...about causality?

...about power?

...about ways-of-being?

...about certainty?

...with certainty?

Certainly?

What ethics guide you as you Design?

Do you share your ethics publically?

Are your ethics expressed in thought?

What can you know?



/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

...about relationships?
...about interactions?

...about experiences?

...about causality?

...about power?

...about ways-of-being?

...about certainty?

...with certainty?

Certainly?

What ethics guide you as you Design?

Do you share your ethics publically?

Are your ethics expressed in thought?

...in words?

What can you know?



/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

...about relationships?
...about interactions?

...about experiences?

...about causality?

...about power?

...about ways-of-being?

...about certainty?

...with certainty?

Certainly?

What ethics guide you as you Design?

Do you share your ethics publically?

Are your ethics expressed in thought?

...in words?

...in action?

What can you know?



/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

...about relationships?
...about interactions?

...about experiences?

...about causality?

...about power?

...about ways-of-being?

...about certainty?

...with certainty?

Certainly?

What ethics guide you as you Design?

Do you share your ethics publically?

Are your ethics expressed in thought?

...in words?

...in action?

Would your calendar corroborate that?

What can you know?



/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

...about relationships?
...about interactions?

...about experiences?

...about causality?

...about power?

...about ways-of-being?

...about certainty?

...with certainty?

Certainly?

What ethics guide you as you Design?

Do you share your ethics publically?

Are your ethics expressed in thought?

...in words?

...in action?

Would your calendar corroborate that?

...your priority list?

What can you know?



/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

...about relationships?
...about interactions?

...about experiences?

...about causality?

...about power?

...about ways-of-being?

...about certainty?

...with certainty?

Certainly?

What ethics guide you as you Design?

Do you share your ethics publically?

Are your ethics expressed in thought?

...in words?

...in action?

Would your calendar corroborate that?

...your priority list?

What can you know?

...your billing statements?



/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

...about relationships?
...about interactions?

...about experiences?

...about causality?

...about power?

...about ways-of-being?

...about certainty?

...with certainty?

Certainly?

What ethics guide you as you Design?

Do you share your ethics publically?

Are your ethics expressed in thought?

...in words?

...in action?

Would your calendar corroborate that?

...your priority list?

What can you know?

...your billing statements?

Whose freedom 
is at stake 
when you Design?



/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

...about relationships?
...about interactions?

...about experiences?

...about causality?

...about power?

...about ways-of-being?

...about certainty?

...with certainty?

Certainly?

What ethics guide you as you Design?

Do you share your ethics publically?

Are your ethics expressed in thought?

...in words?

...in action?

Would your calendar corroborate that?

...your priority list?

What can you know?

...your billing statements?

Whose freedom 
is at stake 
when you Design?

How do you know?



/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

...about relationships?
...about interactions?

...about experiences?

...about causality?

...about power?

...about ways-of-being?

...about certainty?

...with certainty?

Certainly?

What ethics guide you as you Design?

Do you share your ethics publically?

Are your ethics expressed in thought?

...in words?

...in action?

Would your calendar corroborate that?

...your priority list?

What can you know?

...your billing statements?

Whose freedom 
is at stake 
when you Design?

How do you know?

Can you know?



/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

...about relationships?
...about interactions?

...about experiences?

...about causality?

...about power?

...about ways-of-being?

...about certainty?

...with certainty?

Certainly?

What ethics guide you as you Design?

Do you share your ethics publically?

Are your ethics expressed in thought?

...in words?

...in action?

Would your calendar corroborate that?

...your priority list?

What can you know?

...your billing statements?

Whose freedom 
is at stake 
when you Design?

How do you know?

Can you know?

Is your ethics 
a checkbox?
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What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

...about relationships?
...about interactions?

...about experiences?

...about causality?

...about power?

...about ways-of-being?

...about certainty?

...with certainty?

Certainly?

What ethics guide you as you Design?

Do you share your ethics publically?

Are your ethics expressed in thought?

...in words?

...in action?

Would your calendar corroborate that?

...your priority list?

What can you know?

...your billing statements?

Whose freedom 
is at stake 
when you Design?

How do you know?

Can you know?

Is your ethics 
a checkbox?

...an approach?



/Designed-to-Dwell

What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

...about relationships?
...about interactions?

...about experiences?

...about causality?

...about power?
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...about certainty?

...with certainty?
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...in words?

...in action?

Would your calendar corroborate that?

...your priority list?

What can you know?

...your billing statements?

Whose freedom 
is at stake 
when you Design?

How do you know?

Can you know?

Is your ethics 
a checkbox?

...an approach?

...a pursuit?
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What do you know 
about the effects 
of your Design 
practice?

What do you know 
about the effects 
of Design?

What do you know?

...about relationships?
...about interactions?

...about experiences?

...about causality?

...about power?
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Do you share your ethics publically?

Are your ethics expressed in thought?

...in words?

...in action?

Would your calendar corroborate that?

...your priority list?

What can you know?

...your billing statements?

Whose freedom 
is at stake 
when you Design?

How do you know?

Can you know?

Is your ethics 
a checkbox?

...an approach?

...a pursuit?

Do you hold yourself 
responsible for the 
implications of your 
Designs and Designing?
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...about interactions?

...about experiences?
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...in words?

...in action?
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...your priority list?

What can you know?
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Whose freedom 
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when you Design?

How do you know?

Can you know?

Is your ethics 
a checkbox?

...an approach?
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Do you hold yourself 
responsible for the 
implications of your 
Designs and Designing?

What would it 
mean to feel 
responsible 
for it all?
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...your priority list?

What can you know?

...your billing statements?

Whose freedom 
is at stake 
when you Design?

How do you know?

Can you know?

Is your ethics 
a checkbox?

...an approach?

...a pursuit?

Do you hold yourself 
responsible for the 
implications of your 
Designs and Designing?

What would it 
mean to feel 
responsible 
for it all?

What would it 
mean to be 
responsible 
for it all?

Are you free?

Are you certain?
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A Playful Design

conscious [mindfull] (barely certain and
(un)clear) and

i woke and
was (the habit of
before being)

weary. weary was the 
beginning. this is important

for everything begins
here and nothing is
worth anything
except (through) it.

to believe(in action)in priorities(felt
and more) necessarily



A Playful Design



A Playful Design

For Design Designs design. And
Design Designs the conditions
of designing. And Design and 
design. But unless Design Designs

Designing fully aware of the
Designs reDesigned and Designed
again and Designed onto 
and from and through.

Thoughtful | Thought-Full
Thought-Full-er

Freely. Radically Free. 
Genuinely Free.

than. Then. Design Designs 
to design. Designs Designing Designed 
from and with 
a need to design



/Genuinely_Free

An Ethics of Playful Design

I. Designers ought to acknowledge 
their Radical Freedom 

to engage social constructs.

II. Designers ought to acknowledge 
the ways Design, Designs, and Designing 

contribute to social constructs and 
Design design, i.e. ways-of being.

III. Designers ought to be prepared 
for the thinking necessary 

to discern justifiable and unjustifiable 
social constructs.

IV. Designers ought to acknowledge 
their Radical Freedom to challenge 

unjustifiable social constructs.

V. Designers ought to respond to 
such acknowledgements and preparation 

with a pursuit of Genuine Freedom:



/the-Playful-Designer

The Playful Designer

Hinge Mind

Shape-Shifter

Thought-Full

Respo
nse-Ab

le

G
enuinely Free



/Hinge-Mind

Hinge Mind

There is an art
that begins with
finding the hinges
 discovering 
  the loopholes
 refusing
  to guard
  the secrets
that uncovers
an abundance of
materials hidden from 
Conventional eyes
and that points toward
a kind of mind
able to work with
that revealed 
complexity

The
Hinge
Mind



/Shape-Shifter

Shape Shifter

The playful designer
is a great shape-shifter.

it isn’t so much that they shift the shape
of their own bodies.

But, that  given the materials of the world
they demonstrate the degree
to which the way we have shaped them
may be altered|Designed|[re]Designed.



/Thought-Full

Thought-Full

A designer ought to be ready.
Ready to be betwixt-and-between

And  all the same  attempt

to discern
the just and unjust
of our most ready made
constructs.



/Response-Able

Response-Able

i can
find
the ability to respond

to disturb the established categories
of truth and property and, 
by so doing
open the road to
[the possibility of]
possible new worlds



/Genuinely-Free

Genuinely Free

my freedom is but a reflection of other’s freedom to recognize 
my freedom as such. if i leave the door shut for the freedom of 
others, i do the same to my own. this is the crux of the pursuit 
of genuine freedom. once we recognize our own freedom, our 
genuine freedom, our freedom entangled with the freedom of all, 
we are free to play and play-with and be playful. 

and the relevance of Design?
well, Designers Design doors.


